Figne 1 : Set dzslgn by Panos Aravantinos for the sailors' reqolt in Christophe Colomb (Berlin 1930) . AmandnHolden, ed.The Viking Opera Gurde.I-nnd.on: Peng,tinGroup, 1993. The Staatsoper in Berlin did offer a nearly ideal place for the premiere production, whose run lasted two years. Although Claudel and Milhaud were pleased with the success of their opera, they had their hopes set on a US production before rhe work was even finished. This was, alas, never to be realized in either of the artists' lifetimes. This paper is a study of a history that did not take 
